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change their name. Schimper was guilty of some strange alterations of name 
on this reasoning, in our group for example substituting for Astomum Systegium, 30 
a name which has also been employed by Mitten and others. It has even lived 
through the second edition of Paris' Index as the accepted name of the genus. 
Such a substitute name has of course no validity over the prior name for which 
it is arbitrarily substituted, though it may be noted in this particular case that 
Astomum had when the substitution was made ceased to be a heterogeneous 
group, while the original Astomum of Hampe was a conglomerate of cleistocar- 
pous forms, the first of which, A. rostratum, is unidentifiable 31 and only the second, 
A. crispum belongs to the genus as afterwards understood. Even in the sense 
in which it is at present generally applied Hymenostomum has little appropriate- 
ness. An hymenium plays no r61e in the European H. rostellatum and one is 
hardly present in the European H. tortile, 31 nor in most of the tropical so-called 
Hymenostomums, 33 which are gymnostomous, not hymenostomous, and were 
in fact formerly included in the wholly artificial and heterogeneous genus Gymno- 
stomum, as was for that matter H. microstomum itself. The hymenium of this 
group is hardly a structure of phylogenetic importance. 

The genus thus delimited and named would naturally be divided into three 
subgenera: Astomum, Euhymenostomum and Weisia, and as these are clearly 
enough distinguished in our North American species their exact dividing lines 
need not be further discussed. Astomum is normally cleistocarpous, Euhymeno- 
stomum is normally hymenostomous, Weisia is normally peristomate. 

Ithaca, N. Y. 



REVIEW 



Contributions (Beitraege) to the Mossflora of Java, the Strait Settlement 
and Burma, by Hjalmar Moeller 

(In Hedwigia, Band LX, 1919, pp. 313-330) 

This is a list of 206 species of mosses, including descriptions of the following 
new species: 

Rhizogonium salakanum Moeller, 

Stereophyllum Moelleri Broth., 

Ectropothecium ichnotocladum (C. M.) Jaeg. vax.filivaneum Broth., 

Xanthocladium scabrifolium Broth. 

All four plants are figured. 



M Syn.. 30. i860. 

8I It is generally assumed to be A. rostellatum. 

32 Limpricht (Op. cit., 22of.) says that it is ruptured before the operculum is removed and 
Questions (224) the validity of the inclusion of this species in the genus. 
3J Cf. Fleischer. Op. cit., 313. 
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This list is based on collections made by the author in 1897. The determi- 
nations are largely by Dr. V. F. Brotherus, of Helsingfors, Finland. 

The author has excluded species collected by him and reported by previous 
moss students, especially by Professor Max Fleischer, whose comprehensive work, 
die Musci der Flora von Buitenzorg, appeared in 1902-1908. 

In its taxonomy the list follows Dr. Brotherus' treatment in Engler and 
Prantl's Pflanzenfamilien. 

John M. Holzinger 

Winona, Minn. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

Mosses and lichens exhibited at Chicago. — The exhibition of nature study 
material held by the Wild Flower Preservation Society of Chicago, from January 
6th to 22nd, 1920, proved a valuable object lesson to the general public and es- 
pecially to the school children. Besides the mounted material, there were many 
drawings in black and white and in color, and many photographs. The exhibit 
of mosses and lichens attracted more attention than any other thing. Many 
visitors whose botanical learning did not take them beyond the common flower- 
ing plants, became interested in the new and strange beauty of the cladonias and 
the feather mosses. There were fifty-six luxuriant specimens of mosses and 
lichens exhibited, mounted upon stiff cardboards. As often as possible during 
the course of the exhibit, these specimens were sprayed with water by means of 
a fine atomizer, so that the little garden kept as green and lovely as if in a summer 
rain. 

Many inquiries were made concerning books and named specimens, and 
several small collections have been distributed by the writer, who recommended 
to all the books by Dr. Grout, Mrs. Dunham, and Miss Marshall. The exhibit 
was transferred from Chicago to Peoria, and will later visit others of the middle 
western cities. 

Mrs. Abigail Butler 



EXCHANGE DEPARTMENT 

Offerings — To Members only. Return postage rather than a stamped 
envelope should be sent when asking for the specimens. 

Prof. Charles C. Plitt, 3933 Lowndes Ave., Baltimore, Md. — Nephromium 
lusitanicum Nyl., collected by Mr. P. G. M. Rhodes in North Wales. 

Dr. Albert C. Herre, Washington State Normal School, Bellingham, Wash- 
ington. — Pilophoron cereolus Hallii Tuck.; Lecanora pacifica Tuck.; Buellia 
aliena (Nyl.) Herre; Cyphelium inquinans (Sm.) Trevis; and Blastenia atro- 
sanguinea (Merrill) Herre. Members should indicate which offers they desire, 
and if they wish all of them should include sufficient postage. 



